NOT CONCERNED WITH ANY ATTRIBUTE

insignificant an amount. Wang Ho always ad-
mitted the justice of the reproach, but he did not
on any future occasion materially increase the sum
in question, so that it is to be doubted if his
heart was sincere.

It was on the evening of such an incident that
Lin walked with Mean by the side of the lotus-
burdened Hoaiig - keng expressing himself to the
effect that instead of lilies her hair was worthy
to be bound up with pearls of a like size, and
that beneath her feet there should be spread a
carpet not of verdure, but of the finest Shang-hi
silk, embroidered with five-da wed dragons and
other emblems of royal authority, nor was Mean
in any way displeased by this indication of ex-
travagant taste on her lover's part, though she
replied :

"The only jewels that this person desires are
the enduring glances of pure affection with which
you, 0 my phoenix one, entwined the lilies about
her hair, and the only carpet that she would crave
would be the embroidered design created by the
four feet of the two persons who are now con-
versing together for ever henceforth walking in
iininterrupted harmony."

"Yet, alas!" exclaimed Lin, "that enchanting
possibility seems to be more remotely positioned
than ever. Again has the clay-souled Wang Ho,
on the pretext that he can no longer make his in
and out taels meet, sought to diminish the monthly
inadequacy of cash with which he rewards this
person's conscientious services."

"Undoubtedly that opaque-eyed merchant will
shortly meet a revengeful fire-breathing vampire
when walking alone on the edge of a narrow
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